Study on Ephesians

Background

Who wrote it?

When written?

To whom written?

What style?

Why written?

Identify the Metanarrative Overview of Ephesians (Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration; Remember: It’s the BIG Picture; Overarching storyline that flows through the Bible and points to Jesus).







Who is Paul?
· Born Saul, in Tarsus, Cilicia, around 1-5AD.  Tarsus is in modern-day Turkey.
· He was of Benjamite lineage and Hebrew ancestry.
· His parents were Pharisees.  
· They fought to protect their children from contamination from the Gentiles (non-Jews).
· What is a pharisee?
· Fervent Jewish nationalists.  Strict followers of the laws of Moses.
· He was a Roman citizen.
· At 13 he was sent to Judea to study under Rabbi Gamaliel.
· Mastered Jewish history, the Psalms, and the works of the prophets.
· He also spoke Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and possibly Latin.
· Well educated.
· He later became a lawyer and was on track to join the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court.
· They are the same people who persecuted Jesus.
· He was zealous about his faith and was considered a religious extremist (one may even say terrorist).
· Saul became determined to persecute the followers of Jesus.
· Acts 8: Paul Ravages the Church
· However, he believed he was acting in the name of God. 
· Saul has a radical transformation after an encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus.
· Shares his transformation 3 times in Acts.
· 9:1:22; 22:6-17; 26:12-18
· Boldly and unashamedly spread the gospel of Jesus with Jews and Gentiles.
· He suffered and was imprisoned for his devotion to sharing the gospel.
· He died in the mid-to-late 60’s AD in Rome.  Possibly beheaded.

What can we learn from the life of Paul?


What do we know about Ephesus?
· It was the capital city of a Roman province in Asia Minor.
· Significant center of trade.
· Famous temple of the Greek goddess Artemis in Ephesus.
· It was a huge city, the epicenter of the worship of most of the Greek and Roman gods.
· Paul was in Ephesus for about 3 years preaching and converting people to Christ.

Uniqueness of letter to Ephesians.
· This is one of Paul’s only letters not written for a specific person or a specific crisis he sees in the church.
· One of 4 letters written while imprisoned in Rome.
· Ephesians
· Colossians
· Philemon
· Philippians
· Two main sections:
· Chapters 1-3: Comprehend the gospel
· Chapters 4-6: living out the gospel
· It is a formal letter, thought to be sent around the churches in Ephesus and read before the congregation.
· It deals with topics that are at the very core of what it means to be a Christian.
· In faith and practice.
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EPHESIANS

OVERVIEW BIBLE CHART

OUR PO!

‘What God has done for us (Eph. 1:3-23)
Evmphasis: Sovereignsy — i
INTRODUCTION What Christ has done in s (Eph. 21-10) S e ﬂfgf“_‘; 4':,?) CONCLUSION
e Emplhasi: Grace Our new stxengeh (Eph. 6:10-20) ‘ =
‘What Christ has done between us (Eph. 2:11-3:21)
Emphasis: Reconciliasion
Doctrinal: Practical:
Vertical relationship with God Horizontal relationships with others

EMPHASIS

KEY PHRASE “God loved us and chose us in Christ.” (Eph. 1:4) “Lead alife worthy of your calling.” (Eph. 4:1)

Declaration of heavenly truths Exhortation for carthly living

SUBJECT (ot smmatibimei) (Chrisians’ assignments)

Paul’s prayer for Paul’s prayer for Christians prayers
PRAYERS the Ephesians the whole church for one another
(Bph. 1:15-23) (Eph. 3:14-21) (Eph. 6:18-20)

THEME The holy community God is creating and how it is to live out is calling

KEY VERSES ‘Ephesians 1:9-10; 4:1-3

CHRIST IN Jesus i the source of every spiritual blessing, the cornerstone of the church,
EPHESIANS and the standard of spiritual maturity (Eph. 1:3; 2:20; 4:11-16).

Copyright © 1982, 1997, 2010 by Charles R. Swindoll Inc. Al ights reserved worldwide.
Chart taken from The Swindoll Stucy Bible. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers.




